
We all knew that Germany had 
possessions amongst the Pacific 
Islands, but were delightfully 
hazy and uncertain as to their 
whereabouts.”  
After returning from Rabaul, the 
nurses were discharged from 
their duties.  
Sadly, Dr Bryan Pockley, who 
received his advanced medical 
training at RPA, died in action. 
He was the first member of the 
AIF to die in WWI. As Sister 
Kirkcaldie wrote, “He...was 
well-known to us and a much 
valued friend, and it was with 
very real grief that we leant of 
his death. He was a fine person-
ality and of great professional 
promise, and it was typical of 
the man that he should give his 
Red Cross brassard [armband] 
to one of his men and go into 
action himself unprotected. His 
loss was to us the first personal 
toll of the war and cast a heavy 
shadow over us.” Bryan Pockley 
was the son of one of the oldest 
members of the Honorary 
Medical staff of RPA, Dr F Antill 
Pockly, Honorary Ophthalmic 
Surgeon.  
Several of the Sister and Nurses 
later served in Europe. Sisters 
Clouston and Colless donated 
items to the RPA Museum, 
some of which are on display.  

Britain (and Australia) declared 
war on Germany on 4 August 
1914. The declaration was met 
with enthusiasm and the war 
was expected to last only a few 
months. Voluntary recruitment 
to the AIF began on 10 August 
but the navy’s planning began 
before this date. 
The SS Grantala (pictured bot-
tom right) was requisitioned on 
7 August and made into the 
Hospital ship HMAHS Grantala. 
It served in the mission to cap-
ture German New Guinea 
(pictured right). The territories 
surrendered to the Australian 
forces on 21 September. Six 
Australians died and four were 
wounded in the campaign—the 
first Australian causalities of 
WWI. The ship’s seven nurses 
came exclusively from RPA. 
They were Sisters DeMestre, 
Clouston, McMillan, Neale and 
Colless and Nurses Kirkcaldie 
and Burtinshaw (pictured be-
low). The Resident Medical 
Officers were Drs JW Farrar 
and CH Wesley. Mr Alexander 

Wilson also served on the Gran-
tala. He was the chief opera-
tions attendant and had great 
experience of surgical work on 
the South African (Boer) War. 
Two wardsmen, Messrs H Ben-

nett and A Jorgenson also went 
to work on the hospital ship. 
Miss RA Kirkcaldie published 
her WWI memoir, In Gray and 
Scarlet, in 1922. The second and 
third chapters are about the 
Grantala and the capture of 
German New Guinea. Miss 
Kirkcaldie wrote, “The nursing 
staff consisted of a Matron and 
six Sisters and, as we had all 
been selected from Prince Al-
fred Hospital, we formed a 
happy little family. The ship had 
accommodation for about 200 
patients….we were told we 
were under “Sealed Orders”. 
This may or may not have been 
the case, but it sounded thrilling. 
I only know that none of us had 
the least idea of our objective. 

German New Guinea in 
1914, shown in green. The 
box shows Germany’s other 
territories (Wikipedia) 
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Vale Frank Leslie Hebbard 
13 September 1920 – 
10 March 2014 
 
(Part II was published last 
month. This is Part I. Sorry 
for the confusion) 
 
Frank was born in Sale, 
Victoria, the only child of 
Herbert Hebbard and 
Vera May Holland. His 
father was a farm boy and 
learned how to fix things, 
and this talent was passed 
on to Frank who was in-
quisitive by nature. He left 
Drummoyne High School 
at 15. By the time he was 
a teenager, Frank was 
rebuilding T Model Ford 
engines and gearboxes. 
This wonderful ability to 
fix things continued 
throughout his personal 
and professional life. 
 
As a teenager, Frank’s first 
job was in a pharmacy in 
The Hotel Australia 
where he undertook vari-
ous jobs including making 
nail polish. He left to take 
up a position in the RPA 
Pharmacy Department 
which then manufactured 
many medicines and filled 
doctor’s scripts for hospi-
tal patients. 
 
He transferred to the 
Biochemistry Department 
as Lab Technician, attend-
ing classes in General Pa-
thology from 1937-40. 
When a dentist colleague 
injured his arm, Frank 
learned dental techniques 
and made dental prosthe-
sis, extraction and fillings. 
 
Frank was interested in 
people and made friends 
with Sydney Woodward-

Smith who was then in 
charge of the photo-
graphic department in the 
nearby New Medical 
School at the University 
of Sydney. In Frank’s own 
time Woodward-Smith 
taught him how to use 
cameras, enlargers, and to 
develop exposed film. 
These dental and photo-
graphic interests were to 
play a large part in defin-
ing Frank’s future life. 
 
World War II loomed and 
in June 1940 Private Frank 
Leslie Hebbard enlisted 
and was sent to the 2/5th 
Australian General Hospi-
tal. Between enlisting and 
sailing for the Middle East, 
Frank returned to RPA 
and, with two others, as-
sisted Dr Edgar Thomson 
an RPA Pathologist to 
collect blood from troops 
of the 7th Division for 
blood typing for ID tags 
(dog tags). 
 
Because the Army did not 
have an establishment 
position, they would not 
agree to a medical pho-
tographer for 2/5th AGH. 
Thankfully the Medical 
Officers, mostly RPA men, 
realised they already had a 
partially trained photogra-
pher in Frank who was 
already a member of the 
Unit. They supplied him 
with a top quality 35mm 
Leica camera and enlarger 
and then was sent back to 
Woodward-Smith to learn 
how to use the Leica. 
 
Frank rejoined his Unit 
prior to embarking on the 
RMS Queen Mary to-
gether with the troop-

ships Aquitania and Mauri-
tania. In October 1940 
they sailed to the Middle 
East via Fremantle and 
Colombo, and transferred 
to a smaller ship for pas-
sage through the Red Sea, 
the Suez Canal to Kan-
tara, then a train to Pales-
tine. He remained in Gaza 
in a village called Rehovot 
from Christmas 1940 until 
April the following year. 
Frank took photographs 
of the countryside and 
their newly built 2,000 
bed tented hospital . 
 
Taking only their medical 
equipment, they were 
sent to Alexandria and 
then to Greece, to the 
bombed harbour of Pi-
raeus. A Camp Hospital 
was hurriedly set up in a 
forest at Ekali,. The Ger-
man Army supporting the 
Italians attacked Northern 
Greece and was advancing 
swiftly south. The retreat-
ing British Army decided 
to evacuate 50,000 
troops. However 5,000 
people, including 2,000 
Australians, were left be-
hind. All nurses and doc-
tors of the 2/5AGH were 
evacuated, leaving six doc-
tors, Frank and 168 non-
combatant staff to care 
for the 91 wounded who 
were left behind. On 27 
April 1941 Frank and his 
Unit were captured by an 
Austrian Unit following up 
the main force which had 
passed them by. Frank 
became POW Number 
24860. 
 
By Ian Pegler 
RPA Museum & Archives 
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2/5 AGH colour patch (above) 
The 2/5 AGH doctors (left) 

Silly antics at the Camp (above)
The Camp Hospital at Ekali, 
Greece. The sign on the tree 
reads, ‘Pathology Laboratory” 
(left) 

Frank Hebbard, 1941 (above)
The station at Rehovot (left) 




